R6LE   OF   THE   SCHOOL   IN   THE    LIBIDINAL   DEVELOPMENT
with the penis, and to his sore throat he associated that the school-
mistress had come and throttled him with reins and harnessed
him like a horse.
In the analysis of nine-year-old Grete I was told of the deep
impression made upon her on seeing and hearing a cart drive
into the school-yard. Another time she related about a cart with
sweetmeats, none of which she ventured to buy., as her school-
mistress came by just then. She described these sweetmeats as
a kind of wadding, as something that interested her extremely,
but about which she did not venture to find out. Both these
carts proved to be screen-memories for her infantile observations
of coitus, and the indefinable sugar-wadding to be the semen.
Grete sang first voice in the school-choir; the schoolmistress came
quite close to her seat and looked straight into her mouth. At
this Grete felt an irresistible need to kiss and hug the teacher. In
this analysis the girl's stammering proved to be determined by the
libidinal cathexis of speaking as well as of singing. The rise and
fall of the voice and the movements of the tongue represented
coitus.1
Six-year-old Ernst was shortly to start school. During the
analysis-hour he played that he was a mason. In the course of
the associated house-building phantasy2 he interrupted himself
and talked about his future profession:, he wanted to be a 'pupil5,
and also later to go to the technical school. To my remark that
this was hardly a final profession he replied angrily that he did
not want to think out a profession for himself, because his mother
might not perhaps agree to it and was cross with him anyway.
A little later, as he continued the house-building phantasy, he
suddenly asked: 'Is it really yard school or high school (technical
school)?' (Hofschule or Hochschule}.
These associations showed that for him to be a pupil meant to
learn about coitus, but that a profession meant the carrying out
of coitus.3 Hence in his house building (so closely associated
for him with school and 'yard' school) he was only the mason
who, moreover, still required the directions of the architect and
the assistance of other masons.
On another occasion he piled some cushions from my divan on
top of one another and sitting upon them he played at being a
clergyman in the pulpit, who was^ however, at the same time a
1  Cf. 'Infant Analysis'.
2  This house-building represented coitus and the procreation of a child.
3  This unconscious meaning of'profession' is typical.    It is constantly demonstrated
in analyses and assuredly contributes markedly to the difficulties in the choice of a
profession.
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